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 The Hartford Times was a daily afternoon newspaper serving the Hartford area starting in 1826.  It 

was first owned by the Gannett Company and later was sold to the New Haven Register.  It began to struggle 

financially and closed down in 1976. 

 In the 1940s I was on their payroll.  The bundled papers were delivered to me at my home on School 

Street, and I delivered them.  My route went from what is now the Seabury Retirement Community to Fussôs 

Grove, which is today about where Park Avenue runs east to Blue Hills Avenue.  It was about one mile. 

 My age then was twelve or thirteen.  I was so proud I owned a paper route!  I had between forty and 

fifty customers.  The paper sold for three cents a day or eighteen cents a week.  I was responsible for collect-

ing two cents from each customer to pay the company.  I made a penny each day for each home delivery.  I 

made one third of the value of the product, 33ӎ %, not bad. 

 My bicycle was my transportation, and I started delivering the families that lived on Petersenôs farm 

(which is now Seabury), down Wintonbury Avenue to School Street, and Park Avenue east to Blue Hills Ave-

nue.  It was a long trek, but the ride home was always faster, especially with a tail wind. 

 Saturday was pay day.  I was expected to collect eighteen cents per week per paper.  That was fine if 

everybody paid; but I found some were not home, some forgot, some didnôt care, etc.  Even in post-

Depression times, there was a margin of error, but not enough.  Many people left two dimes and didnôt want 

the two cents change.  Others met me at the door and wanted their two cents.  If I was lucky, they would leave 

a quarter under that mat or other designated place like the milk box container. 

 If I delivered fifty papers a day, I owed The Times $1.00 a day, $6.00 a week.  This was paid right off 

the top, and everything left was mine.  If I was lucky, I made $3.00.  So much for one-third ownershipðbut 

what lessons I learned! 
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 Do you automatically think ñfirst Wednesdayò when you 

think of Historical Society programs?  Well, guess again.  The pro-

gram and membership meeting in November will be on the second 

Wednesday to accommodate the Prosser Library calendar.  Thatôs 

Wednesday, November 14, 7:00 PM at Prosser. 

 Weôre excited to welcome Matt Warshauer as our speaker.  

He will speak on "Connecticut Copperheads: Civil War Dissent in 

the Land of Steady Habits."  The talk will highlight some of the po-

litical ferment in the highly polarized Civil War years and show 

how, even in Connecticut where so many supported the war, there 

were some very vocal opponents.  

Dr. Matthew Warshauer is a Professor of History at Central 

Connecticut State University.  The author of three books, he is a 

specialist on 19th century political and constitutional history. His 

most recent book, Connecticut in the American Civil War: Slavery, 

Sacrifice, and Survival, is a riveting and eye opening account of the 

stateôs often turbulent history.  Dr. Warshauer currently serves as co

-chair of the Connecticut Civil War Commemoration Commission, 

and is helping to coordinate activities across Connecticut to focus 

on the importance and lasting legacies of the American Civil War 

and Connecticutôs involvement in it. We are fortunate in having 

Prosserôs cooperation in bringing him to Bloomfield.  
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Five people were recently elected as directors of the Society.  Rob-

ert Berman lives on Hiram Lane, was a retirement plan administra-

tor, and has served on the Bloomfield town council.   Selena 

Brooks lives on Beacon Hill Drive and is a Bloomfield teacher at 

the Middle School level.  Robert Ike lives on Darby Street, is an 

administrator with the state Department of Transportation, and 

serves on the Bloomfield Board of Education.  Quinton Johnson 

lives on Woodland Avenue, works at The Hartford, and ran for state 

representative this year.  Shirley Thompson lives on Tunxis Ave-

nue and is a retired Hartford teacher and a former chair of the 

Bloomfield Board of Education. 
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 As the meeting of October 24 opened, the president highlighted two recent successful activities, the 

third grade visits to Old Farm School (see separate article) and the Sacred Heart Car Show and Family Festi-

val on September 30.  The latter is becoming a popular annual community event, and our Societyôs table and 

literature was busy.  We sold about $42 worth of publications. 

 Dick Pierce reviewed our participation in the Standards and 

Excellence Program for History Organizations (StEPs).  We earned a 

Silver Certificate for completion of Section 1 on Mission, Vision, and 

Governance, and a certificate for Section 2 on Audience is pending.  

Pierce was in Middletown September 24 and 25 for the workshop on 

Management, the third and final section for this calendar year.  The 

topics addressed included fiscal responsibility, fund raising and long 

term sustainability, safety and security, facility care and visitor amen-

ities, risk management, and compliance with laws, codes, and regula-

tions.  He will attend follow-up sessions in October, November, and 

December.  StEPs is a two-year program, and the 2013 year  will consist of sections on Historical Structures 

and Landscapes (January 28-29), Collections (May 20-21), and Interpretation (September 23-24). 

 Treasurer Charlie Dechand reported on the first three months of the fiscal year, July through Septem-

ber.  Our total income for the period of $2,293 came largely from dues and donations and was just $23 more 

than our budget planned for.  Our expenses totaled $2,472.  Of this, building repairs cost about $1,000, and 

utilities, program, printing, and postage accounted for much of the rest.  We spent $202 more than we had 

budgeted for, leaving a checking account balance of $4,529 on September 30. 

 Historian Fred Hesketh showed a copy of Grange Poems, a small book published in 1892 by Venelia 

Case of Bloomfield.  He is researching her family connections. 

 For the Publicity Committee, Doug Barnard reported on Old Farm School visitors for the 2012 season.  

The school was open on 22 Sundays, and 19 docents participated.  There were 225 visitors, including 123 

Metacomet children. 

 For the Fund Raising Committee, Greg Babal showed designs for the proposed historic house markers 

which will be offered for sale to local owners of such homes.  The Board asked Greg to go ahead and have 

one made up as a model.  Libbie Merrow discussed plans for ñHolidays in Olden Times,ò to be held on Sun-

day, December 9 (see separate article).  She asked for volunteers to be at the Eggleston House, Old Farm 

School, and History Center and distributed tickets for Board members to sell. 

 In other activity, Pat Robair reported that a successful cleanup of Old Wintonbury Cemetery on Octo-

ber 13 attracted a dozen participants.  Ralph Schmoll and Libbie Merrow attended a stimulating workshop on 

Oral History sponsored by Connecticut Humanities. In October, Dick Pierce attended a Regional Kickoff 

Event sponsored in Windsor by the Connecticut League of History Organizations. 

 Under new business, Dick presented five names in nomination to fill vacancies on the Board of Direc-

tors:  Robert Berman, Selena Brooks, Robert Ike, Shirley Thompson, and Quinton Johnson.  The Board voted 

to accept these nominations, thus bringing Board membership to its full number of twelve. 
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 Curious and alert third-graders visited Old Farm School 

on September 12, 13, 14, and 17.  ñHow did the kids get to 

school?ò  ñWhere did they go to the bathroom?ò  ñDid they 

have recess?ò  The children were full of questions, some even 

having written a page full in their notebooks.  Dressed in their 

neat school uniforms, having walked over on a beautiful, sun-

ny day, they sat at the desks on the second floor of the build-

ing, hands raised for questions, eager to participate.  Society 

members Dick Pierce, Libbie Merrow, and Shirley Thompson 

were there to greet them. 

 Starting this fall, Laurel School houses all children in kindergarten through grade 2.  All children in 

grades 3 and 4 go to Metacomet.  During the four days of visits, we hosted 120 children.  Each one got a 

chance to ring the bell and was given a souvenir pencil and a colorful sticker saying ñI visited Old Farm 

School.ò 

 Libbie had prepared for the children name tags with 

names of fictional children who might have attended the 

school in 1796.  There was Betsy Barton, whose grandfather 

made sleigh bells and Abigail Filley, whose father made beau-

tiful tin boxes.  Jeremy Gilletteôs father ran a grist mill, and 

Jeremiah Wrightôs father was a shipôs captain.  William Miller 

was sad that Washington could not continue as president, and 

Nehemiah Newberry wanted people to elect Jefferson.  Some, 

like Oliver Case, even had a parent who was in ñthe war.ò  

Children told their fictional names and read aloud a brief de-

scription that Libbie had prepared. 

 According to lead teacher Lisa Lamenzo, the children returned to school full of enthusiasm for history 

and the school had several positive comments from parents. 

 

 


