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MARY TODD LINCOLN’S DRESSMAKER TO SPEAK AT PROSSER

Elizabeth Keckly was born as a slave in Virginia, but through her talents as a seamstress she gained
her freedom, moved to Washington, D.C., and started her own business. She became the dressmaker/designer
for Mary Todd Lincoln and was a frequent visitor to the White House during the Lincoln presidency.

Actress Stephanie Jackson will perform the role of Elizabeth Keckly at Prosser Public Library on
Wednesday, February 4, 2015, 6:30 PM. Entitled “They Called Me Lizzy. . .From Slavery to the White
House,” Jackson’s program comes to us through the East Haddam Stage Company, which presented “The
Speckled Band™ as a radio play at Prosser a year ago. East Haddam’s Kandie Carle has written and directed
this new production. The library and the historical society are co-sponsors.

Stephanie Jackson, of Farmington CT, is a graduate of the University of Connecticut. She has previously creat-
ed roles in such diverse productions as Tiwanna Lewis's social issues theatre piece
"Slice of Life" and portrayed the ancient African leader Yaa Asantewaa for
UCONN. During the past 15 years Stephanie has been an assistant special educa-
tion teacher with Connecticut's Oak Hill School for the Blind.

Elizabeth Keckly’s book Thirty Y ears a Slave and Four Y ears in the
White House is still in print and has been supplemented by at least two bi-
ographies including the recent Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker by best-selling
author Jennifer Chiaverini. During the Civil War, she was active in a num-
ber of charitable causes through her church and community, especially in
aiding newly freed people arriving in Washington. She went on to become
head of Wilberforce University’s Department of Domestic Arts and Scienc-
es in Xenia, Ohio. After a mild stroke in the 1890s, she returned to Washington to live out her days at the
Home for Destitute Women and Children that she had helped found many years earlier.

Don’t miss this inspiring production at Prosser. While advance registration is not required, Prosser
appreciates your registering by calling 860-243-9721 or visiting www.prosserlibrary.info and clicking on
Events for Adults.

FEBRUARY PROGRAM AT PROSSER PUBLIC LIBRARY, 1 TUNXIS AVENUE,
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 6:30 PM. FREE AND OPEN TO ALL.
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HESKETH EXPLORES AUER FARM

On November 12, 2014, in a cosponsored program, Society Historian Fred
Hesketh spoke to a full meeting room at Prosser Public Library, describing the
history and development of Auer Farm on Simsbury Road, from its purchase by
the Auerbachs, its heyday under Beatrice Fox Auerbach’s direction, and its even-
tual transfer to the 4-H Education Center at Auerfarm, as we know it today.
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—R. Pierce photos

BATHING IN EARLY NEW ENGLAND

Most early New Englanders did not bathe; certainly not as thoroughly as we

do today. Without hot running water or much privacy, baths were just not
practical. Until the late 1700s most Americans washed no more than what
showed—hands, faces, and necks—using a basin of cold water and a coarse
cloth in the kitchen, or by the well. At that point, cultivated people began to
wash themselves completely, in the privacy of their bedchambers, with basins
of water and towels—what we call a sponge bath—or with coarse dry towels
or brushes to scrub their skin “until it glowed.” Cleanliness slowly spread
from the wealthy to the middle class, from city to village, and eventually from
village to farm, and by the 1830s bathing was widely promoted by advice
books. --reprinted from Old Sturbridge Village Visitor, Fall/Winter Edition
2014-2015, page 9
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ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO IN BLOOMFIELD

“Shall Hartford Annex Bloomfield?” You may have thought regionalization to be a modern idea in Connecti-
cut, but one hundred years ago, in February 1915, the question was being debated. The Hartford Courant of
February 19, 1915 reported:

The city plan commission held a hearing last night on the petition of eight residents of the town of
Bloomfield for the annexation of the Gravel Hill School district to the city of Hartford. The hearing
lasted two hours, during the course of which the advantages and disadvantages of three separate plans
were discussed separately and together and full explained by those present. The plans were for the an-
nexation of the Gravel Hill School district, comprising about 800 acres, for the annexation of a larger
share of the town of Bloomfield comprising about 1,700 acres, known as the ‘Wilcox plan,” and for the
annexation of the entire town of T
Bloomfield. There is a bill pending rﬁ .
in the Legislature annexing the Grav-
el Hill district. At a meeting of the
town of Bloomfield held February
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The Gravel Hill School District was estab-
lished in June, 1835. It included part of
Hartford’s Northwest District and part of
Wintonbury’s Old Farm District. It was un-
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usual in that it crossed town lines. Spanning
the town line as it did, the District seems to
have been a source of conflict. In 1885 it
was the subject of a legal suit challenging its
boundaries. The court at that time upheld

the right of the town (now Bloomfield) to
alter the boundaries of its school districts. On the 1874 Petersen Collection map of Bloomfield, the district, in
the southeast corner of town, is labeled as “Joint.”

From ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Hartford Courant (1764-1988) pg, 13. Also from Connecticut School Document, Issues 1-
25, New England Reporter: All Cases Determined in the Courts of Last Resort, by James E. Briggs, and Special Acts and Resolu-

tions of the State of Connecticut, Vol. 2, p. 1076 (last three accessed on google.com/books, 1/12/15). See also the Petersen 1874
map at www.magic.lib.uconn.edu/historicalmaps .
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Memorial Golf Tournament Supports Bloomfield High Golfers

Daniel Novarr of Bloomfield died a year ago, in January 2014, age age 60. A graduate of Yale Univer-
sity, he worked for 37 years in the family business, Star Silk and Woolen Company, with his father Leo. He
loved to discuss politics and history, particularly the U.S. Civil War and sports. He was past president of the
Bloomfield Jaycees and coached youth soccer, baseball, and basketball. He was a UCONN basketball season
ticketholder for thirty years, attending both men’s and women’s Final Four games. He was a charter member
of the Men’s Club of Wintonbury Hills Golf Club, where he won several golf tournaments and scored a hole-
in-one on the 12" hole. Dan left his parents, Leo and Sylvia, his wife, Avra, and two sons, Matthew and Ja-
son. This past fall, his memory was honored at Wintonbury Hills with a golf tournament.

In its first year, the Dan Novarr Memorial Golf Tournament, held on Sepember 27, 2014, netted more
than $18,000. There were 92 golfers, and 132 individuals enjoyed the Awards/Raffle Dinner which was em-
ceed by Dr. Bradford Newman. The event was chaired by Avra Novarr along with Mark Jacobs of Bloom-
field, President of the Wintonbury Men’s Golf Association (WMGA), and Joel Kosovsky of West Hartford,
member of WMGA and Dan’s partner for many golf tournaments.

Some of the money earned from the tournament will benefit The First Tee of Connecticut, and $5,000
of the earnings will be distributed by the WMGA for the benefit of the Bloomfield High School Golf Team.
The particular needs of the golf team will be discussed periodically in a meeting with Tammy Schondelmayer,
Director of Athletics at Bloomfield High School, and Gary Barcher, Coach of the BHS Golf Club. It will be
used for such things as green fees, equipment, and lessons.

The First Tee of Connecticut will be establishing a $5,000 scholarship fund in Dan’s memory from
which $1,000 will be distributed annually. The scholarship will be for a Bloomfield resident with priority giv-
en to someone attending Bloomfield High School. Applications will be available beginning March 15"
through the guidance department of Bloomfield High School as well as the area private schools or by visiting
The First Tee of Connecticut’s website, www.thefirstteect.org . The deadline for applying is Friday, May 15,
2015. The scholarship will be awarded at the Travelers TPC Breakfast on June 27" The remaining funds will
be used by The First Tee of Connecticut for programing in Hartford County.

Wintonbury Hills Golf Course has been open since 2005 and is ranked as one of the top ten public
courses. One of the goals of Leon Rivers, Chairman of the Town of Bloomfield Gold Subcommittee and
Ciaran Carr, Manager and Pro at Wintonbury Hills, is to have increased use of the golf course by residents of
Bloomfield. Both have been working with the Bloomfield schools to develop youth interest. Carr has intro-
duced a program in the elementary schools using age-appropriate equipment and rules. Rivers has worked
with middle school students. Carr has volunteered to help Coach Barcher with golf lessons for high school
students. Also, Mark Jacobs says the WMGA will establish a mentor program and invite students to play with
them.

Next year the tournament will be held at Wintonbury Hills Golf Course in Bloomfield on September
26, 2015. It will continue to benefit The First Tee of Connecticut and Bloomfield High School Golf Club.

Continued on next page —>
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Corporate Sponsors were Horizon Financial Advisors LLC,
West Hartford, and Avon Wellness Center Dental Associates Avon.
Dinner Sponsors were NEFCO Corporation and Super Cellars
Warehouse Liquors. Closest to the Pin Sponsor was Pan De Oro
Chips, and the Driving Range Sponsor was Sir Speedy Printing. The
Hole in One Sponsors were Mitchell Auto Group and Golfer’s
Warehouse. Hole Sponsors were: Family Optometric Care, Star
Silk and Woolen Co, Susan and Michael Schenker, Cindy and Mark
Lovejoy, Marc Needelman, Esq., Woodland Auto Body, Williams
Service Center, Inc., Phyllis and Bill Starkie, Boyles Furniture and
Rugs, Suzy and Dave Rosenthal, White and Katzman Property Man-
agement, Jennifer Lamprecht, Dr. Ben Skaught and Dr. Barbara

Steele, FMI Chemical Corporation, Marc and Paula Katzman,
Lewis H. Stengel, CPA, Bernheimer Insurance, Beaudry Homes,

From Left to Right: Mark Jacobs from Bloom-
field, President of Wintonbury Men's Club; Joel
Kosovsky from West Hartford; Avra Novarr,

Breaking Ground Construction, LLC, Joe Tapper, James and Susan
Duncan, CollegeHelpl.com, Hooker Brewery, Wade’s Vegetable and
Fruit Stand.

Bloomfield; Cathy Morway, Director of Develop-
ment of The First Tee of Connecticut; Mark Mo-

riarty, Director of Development of The First Tee

In-kind supporters included: AdEmbroidery, D & D Travel,
Moda Salon, Bill Selig Jeweler, Ginza Restaurant, Philip David Jew-
elers, Mark and Nilda Jacobs, Arthur Murray Studio, Milano Salon
and Day Spa, Nails and Skin Care at the Mill, Carbone’s Kitchen,
Bloomfield Bicycle and Repair Shop, Republic Restaurant, Sandi Needelman, Little City Pizza, Little Mark’s Big BBQ, Max’s Res-
taurant Group, Farmington Valley Equipment, New Beginnings, Kimberly Boutique, Cindy and Mark Lovejoy, Mandell JCC, Don-
na Bricker, South Windsor Arena, Lox Stock and Bagels, Phyllis Starkie, Tapas Restaurant, Sharon Morse, Bloomfield Digiplex
Movie Theatre, Park Avenue Pizza, Jennifer Lamprecht, Sharon Heyman, Pasticceria Italia, Starbucks, Avon Wellness Center Den-
tal Associates, Visionary Eye Care, Torin Brine Certified Yoga Instructor, Cahoots Salon, Dropkick Murphy’s Band, Billy Casper
Golf, Baram, Tapper, and Gans, Macy’s Cosmetics and Fragrance Department, and Ben Skaught.

This door knocker was salvaged from the Miller

House on Maple Avenue and mailed to the Historical
Society by an anonymous donor. The house was once
home to the family of Dr. and Mrs. Richard Otis, and
Curator Fannie Gabriel has sent the door knocker to
their son, Rick Otis of Washington, D.C., as a keep-
sake. Before the Otis family, the house belonged to
Dr. and Mrs. Alfred Burgdorf, who are buried in Old
St. Andrews Cemetery. The Burgdorf Health Clinic in
Hartford was named after Dr. Burgdorf.

The cornerstone from the now-demolished

LaSalette Novitiate on Mountain Avenue is
placed next to the Filley House on January 6,
2014. Jim Lehmann (facing the camera, with
dark jacket) of the Duncaster Community and
workers from Duncaster cooperated in the place-
ment.

—R. Pierce photos



CU RATOR’S CORNER by Fannie Gabriel

New member: Jeffrey Atwood, 84 Gun Mill Road

During 2014, forty-one visitors viewed the two exhibits at the History Center, the first on Buildings
Moved within Bloomfield (such as the Old Farm School and the Gillette House), and the second on
the Filley Family.

The History Center is usually open Sunday and Monday afternoons, and this past year 130 volunteers
were on duty at various times.

The November 3, 2014 front page of the Hartford Courant had a photo of the Mattatuck Drum Corps of
Waterbury marching in the Veterans’ Day Parade—using Brown Drums!

The dedication program for the Bloomfield Grammar School on June 17, 1914, included a presentation
of keys by George F. Woodford, building committee chair, to Selectman George Humphrey. There
was a vocal solo by Mrs. T. H. Gabb and an address given by Simsbury Superintendent of Schools
Rev. J. B. McLean.

Bloomfield’s Buttonball Tavern was destroyed by fire in 1929. The Blue Hills Fire Department was
able to prevent the fire from spreading to adjacent buildings. In the cellar of the tavern was a well,
which had been dug there to assure a water supply in case of Indian attacks.

During prehistoric times, extrusions of lava in the Barn Door Hills of Granby formed several trap rock
ridges called Greenstone Mountain situated in the foothills of Talcott Mountain. Bloomfield has
four homes built of trap rock: the Oliver Filley House, the David Grant House on Maple Avenue, the
Zelah Case house on the corner of Adams and Duncaster Roads, and the Francis Gillette House on

Bloomfield Avenue. Some years ago, Edward Stanley of our Society gave a talk on these houses.
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FREE CLASSES AT PROSSER
FLONK HISTORY ) TE 5

Prosser Public Library subscribes to Univer- S eD
sal (;lass, an qnhne data bas; that offers courses on a i ijﬁ‘ﬁle T wiAs ﬁow
myriad of subjects. Of special interest to Winton- Y = e
bury Historical Society members are courses on his- & : v
tory from Ancient Civilizations to American History.
Universal Class also provides a course on Genealogy
101 and Haunted Places 101.

Courses are supervised by college professors
and carry continuing education units (CEUs). To : o Ik =
continue your lifelong pursuit of knowledge with :\I‘x’”l'J:'! i AT
Universal Class, simply go to A LS
www.prosserlibrary.info. Select Universal Class and
log on with the barcode located on your Prosser Li-
brary card. For additional information and help,
contact Allison Wilkos at Prosser Public Library,

860-243-9721.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS HIGHLIGHTS

The Board met on January 14, 2014, with fourteen people present. President Richard Pierce an-
nounced that the letter sent out in December asking for year-end donations had received forty responses, with
a total of $2,185 given to the Society. This is some 26% of our projected budget for the 2015 year and pro-
vides a good start at raising the remaining 74% (about 30% of that should come from dues in June). An Hon-
or Roll of Donors is printed on page 8 of this issue.

The treasurer’s report showed income since July 1 of $2,724 and expenses for the same period of
$3,674. About one-third of the expenses are for utilities. Other larger costs are printing and insurance.

Mary Murray described Celebrate Bloomfield Week, May 30 through June 6, 2015. Sunday May 31
will be History Day. A committee was appointed to start planning for the Society’s activities that day.

Ruthanne Marchetti announced that Barbara Beeching, Ph.D., will be our speaker at our annual meet-
ing on June 3. At our April 1 program, Ralph Schmoll will present his new video on the Gillette House and
the Underground Railroad. An outgrowth of the meeting with Dr. Beeching is an interest in cataloging all the
places of worship in town, complete with an historical summary of each. A small group will be beginning
work on this task.

The Society has applied for an Award of Merit from the Connecticut League of History Organizations
for Ralph Schmoll’s two videos, the Gillette House one and the previous one on the Old Farm School. We
thank Roberta LaMonaca and Lisa Lamenzo for providing letters of recommendation as a part of our applica-
tion.

The Fund Raising Committee has been having a difficult time identifying feasible projects that will bring in
any appreciable money. A long discussion about the annual tag sale resulted in a lack of support for going
forward with it.

INDEX TO THE DRUMMER FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2014

Article Month Page
Auer FarM......ccovieviiiiiiecieeee e November 1
Baptists in Wintonbury..........ccccceeeeeviiniienieeiienes April 3
Barenz, Barbara..........cccoooviiveiiiiiniie e September 2
Barton bells........ccovvieiiiiiiiieieee e June 3
Birds of Wintonbury Hills Golf Course .................... April 6-8
Bloomfield Garage anniversary .............cccceeeeveennenne February 5
Chandelier for sale..........cceeiiiiiiniiiiiiiieeeeee November 6
Civil Society and HiStory .........ccoeeveevierciienieniieieens April 1
Civil War 1etters .......cocveeiiiiiiiiienicceeceee e June 1-2
Filley Exhibit at History Center ..........ccccceceevueruennnne November 7
Filley outbuildings.........cccoeevviieeriieiniieeciieeeee e April 6



Filley outbuildings..........cccoeveeniieiieniieiierieeieees June
Filley outbuildings.........cccceeevivienciieeniieeciie e September
Financial Report, 2013-2014.......ccceovvieiieniieiieens September
Gabriel, Fannie ..........cccoevvieeeiieeciie e April
Gardens at Old Farm School ..........cccccoceviiviniennnn June
Geissler’s Supermarket..........cccoeeevveevciieenieeenieeeeneenn April
Gillette HOUSE VISIt....cveeovieeiieiieriieiieeieeiie e September
Grant from CT Humanities..........cccceeevveevveeerreeennennn June

Hale, BIruce, ST. ...coooviiiiiiiieie et April
Haynes, Lemuel............cccoveeviiiiniiiiciieeeeeeeee e June
Hesketh, Fred.......cccooovoiiiiiiiieeeee e November
History and a Civil Society........cccoveevevieevvieerieeennenn April
History is not the past.........ccceeeveevieriieieenieeieeees June

Hoff, Richard..........coooiiiiiiiieeeee, September
Hubbs, Dennis ..........ccceevieviieniieiieeieeiceeie e September
Interpretive Goals .......coocveeviieiiiniieieeceeeeeee November
Investment policy adopted..........ccceevveevciieniencieennnnns April
Ivanoff, Carolyn .........ccocceiiiiiiiiiieee e, June

Jobs at a historical SOCIEtY .........ccccveerriercieeriieriieiens November
Johnston, Marilyn.........cccceevviniininiiniinencnicee February
Kelly’s Barm.......cccoovieiiieiiieiienieeieeeeeeece e February
LaSalette demolition...........cccceeevvieeviieeiiieeeieeee. November
LaSalette office building demolition......................... September
Map of Windsor, 1798.......cccoeviriiniiiiniiiiccnenene February
McCormick, JOSE€ph.....c.coovviivriieeiieeiieeee e April
Meeting dates 2014........ccccoviriienieneiiinieneceeienene February
Metacomet third grade.........cccocveeeviieiiiieeciiieeieeee, April
Miller HOUSE........eeveiieiiiiiieiieeeeeee e November
Milliken Award to Nesmith........c.cccooceriiiniininnen, November
Nesmith, Desi....cccoveiiiiiiiiiiieiiieeeeeeee e November
Nzinga’s Daughters ........cccccvevviieeiieeniieeeieeeee e, February
Old Farm School, brownstone............cecceveevuereennenne February
OtiS, RICK ..o November
Pease, Seth......cocoviiniiiiiiii, February
Phelps, Eileen ........cccooovvveviieiniieeieeee e February
Pierce, Richard ...........cccoooiiiiiiiiiiiie e, April
Prosser genealogy tool..........coccvveeviieeiieeeiieeeieeee, November
Sir Speedy Printing...........cccoecveevienieeiienieeeeeeeen September
Smith, Virginia Thrall .............cccoeoiiiiiiiiieee September
StEPs grant received.........ccevviiiiienieeiieieeeeee e June

Tag Sale photos .......cccvieviiiieriiieeee e June

Tag Sale 1eCeIPLS...cuvieriiriiiriieiieeie et September
Tag Sale ..cuvieeiieeeeeee e April
Wagner, JEITy ...ocuveviiniiiiiiiieceee e November
Wildlife, Wintonbury Hills Golf Course................... June
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Thank yow to-all owr donors. Yowr sup-
N port keeps Wintonbwry Historical Society
pU , ,
going. Yow awre deeply appreciated.

Honor Roll of
Year-end Donors

(Some gifts represent couples.)

Albert, Dori-Ann
Atwood, Jeffrey T.
Blumenfeld, Louis B.
Bossler, Robert B.
Brooks, Selena B.
Clarke, Martha R.
Cohen, Lawrence J.
Cooney, David W.
Council, Shawn L.
Farrell, Thomas M.
Forster, Alfred C.
Gabriel, Fannie
Gardner, Barbara F.
Goodwin, Barbara J.
Granger, Winifred
Grisevich, George W.
Guilmartin, Homer
Harrison, Lucia D.
Havens, Florence K.
Hendrickson, Alice
Hubbs, Dennis
Johnston, Marilyn E.
Kelliher, Marion C.
Kugelman, Alice K.
Lehmann, James P.
Merrill, Barbara C.
Merrow, George W.
Milroy, Janis A.
Neaverson, Julianne W.
Novak, Dordré J.
Ott, Richard

Pierce, Richard N.
Schmoll, Ralph D.
Schulman, Sydney T.
Smith, Robert H.
Stiles, Agnes A.
Stockton, Marilyn D.
Thompson, Shirley W.
Walker, Patricia L.

Weissenburger, William J.

Zyla, Barbara J.




