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INTRODUCTION:

This report on the Filley House built in 1834 on Mountain Road
in Bloomfield, Connecticut is the result of an inspection made on 3
February 1993, at the request of the Wintonbury Historical Society of
Bloomfield., Ct.

The purpose of this inspection is to determine the the best use
of the building for their purposes, recommendations for the work that
should be accomplished in the restoration and approximate costs of
that work.

The writer knows of no other historic structures report or
other record of changes made to the present structure. The assessment
is made by visual inspection with the use of flashlights in the rooms
where windows have be boarded for security reasons. Inspection of the
cellar was made under the same conditions due to the fact of no
electrical lighting in the empty building.

Any costs given are estimates since no final plan of
restoration can be determined at this point. Once the society
membership has stated their needs then a final plan can be drawn up.
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EXTERIOR

CHIMNEYS:

The two chimneys, one on the main section of the house and one
on the wing are of recent work at least from the roof up and as
observed from the ground. The main house chimney shows a portion of a
flue tile extending above the crown of the chimney. Bricks are of a
modern make with color variations. The mortar in most areas appears to
be sound but flashing looks like it needs attention or replacement.

ROOF:

The roofs of both sections of the building are in very poor
condition allowing water to penetrate into the roof boards, framing,
masonry walls, cornice and interior rooms. If this condition is
allowed to remain much longer even more serious damage will occur
increasing the costs of replacement-greatly. The soffit and crown
molding already show extensive damage. Access to the attic was not
possible so that conditions of the rafters and roof boards could not
be inspected.

EXTERIOR MASONRY:

The masonry exterior is a patchwork of various shades of
sandstone with the quoins made of dressed blocks of sandstone. Window
lintels and sills are made of the same dressed sandstone. Mortar
joints for the most part are sound but areas where vines have grown
may need attention. An area to the right of the rear entrance will
need considerable work in repointing.

WINDOWS:

The window sash in the main section of the house are six over
six lights with 9 X 12 inch glass while the wing of the house has 12
over 8 lights with 7 X 9 inch glass a common size for the early 19th
century. Vandalism has taken its toll on many windows especially on
the first floor and in some cases replacement duplicating the original
will be necessary.

On the south gable end of the main section of the house the
pediment sash is covered by a slated shutter hiding any sash that may
occupy that space.
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DOORS:

The main entrance, although covered with plywood, reveals the
surround of a simple recessed panel painted white like all the trim.
The door lintel has a large block of sandstone with the date 1834
carved into the center of the stone from which we assume is the date
of the building of the house.

A smaller entrance to the right of the main door enters into
the wing. To the right of this near the end of the wing is a large
archway. One half of the opening has been closed in with vertical
boards with a square wooden post in the center. Above this the arch
has been made smaller by a wooden lintel topped with cement infill to
the bottom of the arch. Behind the enclosure is a stairway to the
basement, three windows, two of which are blocked up and the third
covered with plywood. The door to the interior is to the right of
these windows.

On the rear of the ell there is a door at the second floor that
was probavly approached by a wooden stairway now missing. In the
center of the ell is a small wooden leanto that houses an entrance to
the first floor. This leanto is a late addition to the building.

CELLAR:

As mentioned in the introduction examination of this area was
done by flashlight. We will make no comment on the electrical,
plumbing or heating as to the present condition.

The cellar has an earth floor with water penetration from the
north wall causing a damp condition. There is no cross ventilation due
to windows being boarded for security reasons. ,

LANDSCAPE:

The building sets on ground with an incline to the north in the
direction the rear of the house faces. This incline causes surface
water to run toward the house. This along with rain water from the
roof seeps into the foundation wall and into the cellar. This
condition could be rectified by a drainage ditch along the back of the
house that would tranfer the water to the field to the west of the
building.
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USEAGE:

The main section of the house on both floors could be used by
the historical society for meetings and museum. Part of the ell should
be maintained as a residence for a caretaker or income producing
tenent. The rent from a tenent could off set costs of heat and
electric.

If this approach is desired, zoned heating or two separate
furnaces may be in order. This may also apply to electric but these
choices would be up to the membership of the society and the advise of
a electrial and plumbing contractor.

In arranging an apartment an additional bathroom will be
needed and with the moving of a second floor partition plumbing could
be contained in a closet near the stairs. Dividing the second floor
would still give the society one room in the second floor of the wing.

The bathroom on the first floor could be updated to a lavatory
and made to code to accomodate handicapped. The room near the lavatory
and pantry could be maintained as a kitchen for society events. The
remaining five rooms can be used for display, office and archives.
These decisions should be made and put into a final plan so that
lighting, electric and plumbing services can be planned and
instituded.

WORK PRIORITIES:

1. Roof replacement, rafter repair or replacement, other
structural repairs where and if needed, cornice and other
exterior wood trim and windows.

2. Lead paint removal.

3. Water, plumbing, sewage, drainage, and cellar vapor barrier.

4. Interior cleanup.

5. The apartment.

6. The remainder of the interior.

7. Interior and exterior painting.

8. Landscaping
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ESTIMATED COSTS:

Roof replacement $  15809.00

Plaster (depending on which process) $  35756.00

Chimney pointing $   1125.00

Masonry pointing on building (loose areas) $   4000.00

Interior restoration including, doors,
windows, wood, trim, floors, demolition,
partitions and general work to bring
interior to a usable condition $168,960.00
This figure is based on a square foot
price and is only intended as a
general estimate.
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OVERVIEW:

The potential of the Finney House and the surrounding land
would be hard to duplicate any place else in the greater Hrtford area.

The building although it needs much restoration has the
capability of serving not only the needs of the Wintonbury Historical
Society but the citizens of the Town of Bloomfield. What better place
to have a repository of Bloomfield's history than in a building that
has been part of that history.

Although restoration cost may seem high there is much work to
be done to bring the building back to its original condition but this
work can be done over a period of time if necessary. As mentioned
previously an occupant should be considered early in the plan.

Some suggestions for room use in the main section of the house
would be to use the south front room as a gallery and the north front
room on the first floor as a meeting room to start with. Lavatory and
kitchen areas could be included in this section of work.

On the second floor the two rooms north and south of the stairs
could be further display rooms. In the wing depending how it is
finally partitioned off an office library and archives area could be
established.

We would be glad to meet with the committee if the society
plans to go forward in the restoration of this grand buildng.

Page 6



The Wintonbury Historical Society
Architectural Restoration Conservation Assessment – 3 February 1993

Reprint Page 7 of 12



The Wintonbury Historical Society
Architectural Restoration Conservation Assessment – 3 February 1993

Reprint Page 8 of 12



The Wintonbury Historical Society
Architectural Restoration Conservation Assessment – 3 February 1993

Reprint Page 9 of 12



The Wintonbury Historical Society
Architectural Restoration Conservation Assessment – 3 February 1993

Reprint Page 10 of 12



The Wintonbury Historical Society
Architectural Restoration Conservation Assessment – 3 February 1993

Reprint Page 11 of 12



The Wintonbury Historical Society
Architectural Restoration Conservation Assessment – 3 February 1993

Reprint Page 12 of 12


